Seven species new to science are described from Italian waters, some of which also occur along nearby coasts: Macrodasys acrosorus n. sp. and M. digronus n. sp. in the family Macrodasyidae, Acanthodasys flabellicaudus n. sp., Diplodasys sanctimariae n. sp., Tetranchyroderma hyponiglarum n. sp., T. korynetum n. sp. and T. oligopentancrum n. sp. in the family Thaumastodermatidae.
Introduction
The coastline of Italy is the best known long coastline in the world, with 91 species of Gastrotricha Macrodasyida known as of this writing. This introduction reviews the taxonomy of new macrodasyid gastrotrichs from Italy. Only one reference was made to these animals in the 19 th century, with the description of Hemidasys agaso by Claparède (1867), a species that is probably extinct, its never having been seen again. There were four papers in the first six decades of the 20 th century -Remane (1927), Gerlach (1953) , Wilke (1954) and Papi (1957)-describing several genera and species. Already, nearly two-thirds of the known genera were reported. The curve continued with three publications in the 1960's- Boaden (1965a Boaden ( , 1965b and Clausen (1965)-four publications in the 1970's-Schrom in Wieser (1970 ), Luporini, Magagnini & Tongiorgi (1971 , 1973 and Schrom (1972 )-and two papers in the 1980 's-Tongiorgi & Balsamo (1984 and Todaro, Balsamo & Tongiorgi (1988) .
In the last decade of the 20 th century, results expanded greatly, with numerous papers on systematics, biogeography and ecology-Todaro, Balsamo & Tongiorgi (1992) 
